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west papua hardly ever makes the news in the country where i live new zealand when it does
it is generally for unhappy reasons as i was putting the finishing touches on my edit of marthen
medlama s manuscript there was a report on our national radio station of seven young west
papuans being arrested on the very serious charge of treason for waving the morning star flag
and for shouting in favour of west papuan independence as i listened thanks to this book i felt i
understood we are in a phase of history where much of the world is acknowledging and
atoning for the sins of colonialism yet parts of the world have not finished with colonising for
better or for worse so far for the west papuans for the worse the dutch territories on new
guinea island were handed to indonesia in a backroom deal brokered by the us in the 1960s it
can hardly be a coincidence that even before the ink was dry american interests were joining
with the indonesian government to exploit the vast mineral resources of west papua so while
most former colonial powers are wringing their hands over their self interested exploitation of
their sometime colonies and the terrible harm done they are turning a blind eye as the same
wrong is perpetrated in the present day it is past time for the world to start paying attention to

what is happening in west papua

d k feil s study focuses on the divergent regions of the eastern and western highland of papua

new guinea

on the remote steep slopes of the grassland and rain forests of highland papua new guinea live
the awa subsisting on root crops and raising domestic pigs like many cultures the awa must
deal with and find solutions to the problems of human social existence inevitable and rapid
culture change interpersonal squabbles lying and deceit adultery sorcery and unexpected death
they wait ambivalently for the building of a road that would put them in direct contact with the
encroaching world of trade stores outdoor markets schools and the government station in the

middle of this walks an anthropologist who learns that fieldwork is first and foremost about
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understanding lives both his and theirs this book is a personal narrative that provides an
intimate glimpse of the actual conduct of fieldwork among diverse individuals with remarkably
distinct views of their own culture it is an account of intertwined lives of living anthropology

and a road of hope and promise despair and tragedy

a freshly updated discussion of the foundations of and latest developments in molecular
anthropology in the newly revised second edition of an introduction to molecular anthropology
retired researcher dr mark stoneking delivers an essential primer on genetics and molecular
anthropology the book is an accessible resource that covers key recent developments in the
production and analysis of genome wide data that highlights advances in methods and
technologies as well as the latest findings from ancient dna the updated chapters build on
basic genetics and evolutionary concepts to demonstrate how to make inferences about
human population history and human evolution in the genomics age it explores how evolution
influences genes how genes evolve the different kinds of genetic variation in humans and how
they are analyzed and the latest technologies and ethical issues that arise from the sampling of
modern populations readers will also find a thorough introduction to the genetic evidence of
human origins and the spread of humans around the world comprehensive explorations of the
role of selection and adaptation in human evolution practical discussions of the impact of
culture on human genetic variation complete treatments of likely future developments within
molecular anthropology in the genomics era perfect for anthropology students and others
studying introductory human evolution an introduction to molecular anthropology will also

benefit practicing anthropologists and researchers in a variety of fields that touch on this topic

direct democracy or pure democracy is a concept spreading throughout the world now adopted
by nearly 30 countries on the national level while the concept is not new it is important to
investigate the current benefits or hinderances of direct democracy related to local
governments so that they may be implemented further direct democracy practices at the local
level deepens the knowledge of direct democracy in political science this book explores how

local governments utilize these instruments in international governments and analyzes a series
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of popular initiatives and local referenda to how successful these initiatives are covering topics
such as religious rights street committees and climate change this book is essential for political
science students and professors policymakers faculty local governments academicians and
researchers in political science with an interest in direct democracy procedures in

representative systems

turner who has taught history at both the university of melbourne and the university of papua
new guinea provides a basic starting point for those researching both the history and modern
culture and life of papua new guinea this dictionary offers brief alphabetical entries on topics
including the arts such as lapita pottery international policies such as relations with australia
political personalities including mekere morauta economist and politician languages there are
three official languages and 750 local dialects and economic and social topics like agriculture
and whaling the 60 page bibliography displays a selection of resources organized topically

including history culture and economy annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

all over the world and throughout millennia states have attempted to subjugate control and
dominate non state populations and to end their wars this book compares such processes of
pacification leading to the end of tribal warfare in seven societies from all over the world
between the 19th and 21st centuries it shows that pacification cannot be understood solely as
a unilateral imposition of state control but needs to be approached as the result of specific
interactions between state actors and non state local groups indigenous groups usually had
options in deciding between accepting and resisting state control state actors often had to
make concessions or form alliances with indigenous groups in order to pursue their goals
incentives given to local groups sometimes played a more important role in ending warfare than
repression in this way indigenous groups in interaction with state actors strongly shaped the
character of the process of pacification this volume s comparison finds that pacification is
more successful and more durable where state actors mainly focus on selective incentives for
local groups to renounce warfare offer protection and only as a last resort use moderate

repression combined with the quick establishment of effective institutions for peaceful conflict
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settlement

articles on all aspects of anthropology

what is an appropriate theoretical approach to criminology in the third world this book makes
an argument for cultural specificity and the development of a cultural criminology appropriate to
a particular country it contains original criminological studies that apply these notions to papua
new guinea where law and order problems are rife especially gang violence a major strength of
the volume is the inter disciplinary authorship which include stanley cohen marilyn strathern
cyndi banks sinclair dineen henry ivarature adam reed karen sykes richard sikani and tony
crook these distinguished criminologists and anthropologists contribute studies of crime and
social issues in papua new guinea based on their original research the book has chapters on
the melanesian conception and meaning of violence street begging in port moresby drug control
raskol criminal gangs education and the problem of youth the prison experience for a
melanesian dispute settlement between mining companies and villagers state responses to
violence through the criminal justice system and informal approaches to the resolution of crime
including the surrender of criminal gangs the collection emphasises that third world criminology
has been marginalised by being subsumed in the western discourse on crime as professor
stanley cohen writes in the preface it is a measure of the continuing ethnocentricity of western

dominated criminology that a volume of this sort under this title is still necessary

addresses the conflict contradictions and ambiguities that are often encountered in field

research

in this book historical narratives chart how people created forms of agriculture in the highlands
of new guinea and how these practices were transformed through time the intention is twofold
to clearly establish new guinea as a region of early agricultural development and plant
domestication and to develop a contingent practice based interpretation of early agriculture that
has broader application to other regions of the world the multi disciplinary record from the

highlands has the potential to challenge and change long held assumptions regarding early
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agriculture globally which are usually based on domestication early agriculture in the highlands
is charted by an exposition of the practices of plant exploitation and cultivation practices are
ontologically prior because they ultimately produce the phenotypic and genotypic changes in
plant species characterised as domestication as well as the social and environmental
transformations associated with agriculture they are also methodologically prior because they

emplace plants in specific historico geographic contexts

vols for 1892 1941 contain the transactions and proceedings of the society

this collection of original essays explores money and its social dynamic in eight different
melanesian communities in order to determine why the people of melanesia continue to use
traditional kinds of currency such as shells alongside more modern types when the answer to

this question is examined in relation to the use of money in other countries an entirely new

model for thinking about money develops
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